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October 15 — World Rural Women’s Day
To support rural women in order to ensure food production

Paris, October 15, 2007 — The right to food is a universal right and rural women are aware that one has to
produce healthy and quality food in an amount sufficient to feed more than 6 billion people. « All measures
must thus be taken to give women farmers and farmers the opportunity to produce enough food for all.
Furthermore, it is necessary to support women farmers in their work by giving them the means to produce
and sell food », this is the message of all women farmers members of the International Federation of
Agricultural Producers (IFAP). Today, as we celebrate World Rural Women’s Day 2007 throughout the
world, women farmers wish to highlight the importance of helping and supporting men and women who
produce food.

This is the reason why Mrs. Karen Serres, chair of IFAP Committee of Women Farmers, is encouraging
governments to take all the appropriate measures. « This is a challenge we are ready to meet but it is
absolutely necessary to give women farmers a profitable selling price if we want them to continue feeding
others », she said.

Rural women strongly recommend that practical actions be taken to promote food production:

0 Rural women should have control and financial independence over the fruit of their labour to
guarantee continuous supply of high-quality products that will provide a steady income for the
women and their families.

0 A woman farmer must be able to own and run a farm with complete financial independence if she
wishes to do so.

0 Improved marketing of their agricultural products thanks to appropriate transport and sales
infrastructure to provide outlets for their produce at good prices.

0 Fair rural development so that farmers can continue to live and support their families in rural areas
(roads, schools, rural services, small businesses, and public services)

0 Sufficient earnings for agricultural products so that women farmers can remain in business year to
year and make the investments necessary to increase production.

In addition, one must be able to adapt production tools in order to increase the volume and improve the
quality of food produced, to make farming easier, to open up production in harsh environments and to
mitigate the damage to farmer’s health.

Under the theme: “The right to food: rural women produce and provide”, this World Day 2007 aims at
reminding the populations and their governments the true living conditions of women farmers around the
world as well as the imperative need to give them practical support in their work.

Some figures: According to the FAO, women produce more than 50% of the food cultivated on the planet.
In Africa, more than 80% of food is produced by women. It is 60% in Asia and 30 to 40% in South America.
The majority of the poor of our planet live in rural areas. 70% of the poor in rural areas are women and their
principal resource is agriculture

Note: The message of the chair of IFAP Committee of Women Farmers on the occasion of the WRWD 2007 and the
recommendations of the women farmers are available at: http://www.rural-womens-day.org/
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IFAP is a world farmers’ organisation representing more than 600 million farming families in 115 national
organisations and 80 countries. The IFAP Women Farmers’ Committee is a working group for the development of
women’s agricultural activities, the recognition of their rights and their representation within agricultural organisations.

Information: Julie Emond, communication co-ordinator, International Federation of Agricultural Producers
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